(1) Since postdialysis fNE (which can be calculated from the data points given by the authors) cannot assume negative values, I presume that the change in fNE was calculated as the difference (postdialysis -predialysis), and not as (predialysis -postdialysis). (2) Because one of the variables (change in fNE) is dependent on the other (predialysis fNE), it would have been more correct to speak of regression rather than of correlation. (3) It is common use to plot the independent variable (predialysis fNE) on the X axis and the dependent variable (change in fNE) on the Y axis, and not the converse. (4) The relation between predialysis fNE and the change in fNE is an example of erroneous use of statistics. The change in fNE is determined to a large extent by predialysis fNE, since the variation in predialysis values is considerably larger than in postdialysis values. For that reason, the high correlation coefficient (r = -0.98) mainly reflects the mathematical relation between fNE and itself. A better way to handle this matter is to relate postdialysis and predialysis fNE directly to each other. As shown in the scatter diagram below ( fig. 
Dear Sir, I read with interest the paper of Musso et al. [1] on free and sulfoconjugated plasma catecholamines in patients on chronic hemodialysis treatment. I have some comments upon the inverse relation reported by them between the predialysis free norepinephrine concentration (fNE) and the change in fNE caused by hemodialysis treatment [ fig. 1, ref. 1]. (1) Since postdialysis fNE (which can be calculated from the data points given by the authors) cannot assume negative values, I presume that the change in fNE was calculated as the difference (postdialysis -predialysis), and not as (predialysis -postdialysis). (2) Because one of the variables (change in fNE) is dependent on the other (predialysis fNE), it would have been more correct to speak of regression rather than of correlation. (3) It is common use to plot the independent variable (predialysis fNE) on the X axis and the dependent variable (change in fNE) on the Y axis, and not the converse. (4) The relation between predialysis fNE and the change in fNE is an example of erroneous use of statistics. The change in fNE is determined to a large extent by predialysis fNE, since the variation in predialysis values is considerably larger than in postdialysis values. For that reason, the high correlation coefficient (r = -0.98) mainly reflects the mathematical relation between fNE and itself. A better way to handle this matter is to relate postdialysis and predialysis fNE directly to each other. As shown in the scatter diagram below ( fig. 1) , there is no relation between these variables (r = -0.06). Since the relation is nonexistent, the inference that the relation may be regarded as an expression of a lower deranged sympathetic function in patients with low or normal basal NE levels is not justified. 
